Dr Deborah de Graaff – Clarinet


Dr Deborah de Graaff is a celebrated Australian clarinettist, recording artist, educator, music psychologist and arts advocate, recognised nationally for her dynamic artistry, depth of musical insight and long-standing contribution to performance and pedagogy.
An award-winning performer since winning the ABC Young Performers Awards (1982), Deborah has enjoyed an international career spanning over three decades as a soloist, chamber musician and recording artist. Her 14–16 commercial CD recordings and tracks are broadcast regularly on ABC Classic FM and available on major streaming platforms, with many releases championing Australian composers and premiere recordings. She has performed extensively in Australia and overseas, often presenting new Australian works.
Deborah has collaborated with many distinguished artists and ensembles, including Lauris Elms, Rita Hunter, Geoffrey Parsons, John Winther, Len Vorster, Richard Bonynge, Paul Dyer’s Brandenburg Orchestra, and the Fine Arts Orchestra at St Martin-in-the-Fields, London. For nine years she managed and performed with Ku-ring-gai Virtuosi, touring nationally for Musica Viva and the Department of Trade, and presenting a celebrated concert series at the Sydney Opera House Studio.
A deeply committed educator, Deborah has taught across secondary and tertiary sectors, including Sydney Conservatorium High School, the Conservatorium Open Academy, the Sydney Conservatorium of Music (University of Sydney) and UNSW, where she also supervised postgraduate research. She earned her PhD from UNSW (2014), specialising in expert practice, motivational music psychology and efficient skill learning.
Today, Deborah applies her PhD Model of Elite Practice to a hand-selected group of prodigious and advanced students, working online and from her Sydney City / Town Hall studio. Her students regularly achieve major scholarships and awards, win competitions, and perform professionally with leading ensembles and organisations.
A former artistic director of Ku-ring-gai Virtuosi and founding artistic director of SILO SOUNDS Inc. in regional NSW, Deborah is also a highly respected adjudicator and mentor, known for her musical insight, warmth and ability to bridge performance excellence with psychological understanding and pedagogical rigour. She takes particular delight in seeing many former students thriving as professional musicians and educators.
Recordings: https://deborahdegraaff.com/#/music
Publications: https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-deborah-de-graaff-19260717/details/publications/

